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BOROUGH  OF  HOVE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1949 

To  the  Major , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Hove. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949, 
to  which  I have  attached,  as  in  1948,  the  supplements  for  the  same  year 
dealing  with  the  School  Health  Services  provided  by  the  Hove  and 
Portslade  Divisional  Executive,  and  the  Part  III  Services  under  the 
National  Health  Act  1946,  controlled  by  the  Hove  and  Portslade 
Health  Sub-Committee. 

The  three  reports  together  present  a reasonably  complete  picture 
of  the  health  of  the  Borough  and  the  efforts  which  are  made  to  promote 
the  well-being  of  the  average  citizen  and  his  family.  If  any  further 
evidence  were  required  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  public  health 
powers  which  this  borough  has  lost  during  the  last  few  years  it  can 
be  supplied  by  noting  the  reduction  in  the  size  of  this  present  issue 
and  by  counting  up  the  omissions  from  these  pages. 

For  the  last  few  years  I have  hazarded  opinions  in  these  intro- 
ductory remarks  on  the  general  health  and  nutritional  state  of  the 
population  judged  from  my  own  observations  and  impressions 
unsupported,  however,  by  any  statistical  and  scientific  data.  In 
1949  there  was  the  absence  of  influenza  and  other  serious  infections 
and  illnesses,  a mild  winter  and  a glorious  summer — all  of  which 
contributed  to  improve  national  morale  if  not  nutrition  and  on  the 
whole  it  would  seem  that  people  bore  their  austerities  and  frustrations 
rather  more  cheerfully  and  probably  felt  the  better  for  it.  The 
national  dietary  contained  a little  more  variety  and  a few  additions 
but  it  was  still  difficult  to  provide  a satisfying  range  of  meals  for  a 
family  unless  some  of  its  members  took  some  of  them  outside  the 
home.  It  can,  therefore,  fairly  be  said  that  the  position  was  better 
than  1948  and  considerably  better  than  1947. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


The  birth  rate  11.43  approximated  very  closely  to  its  predecessors 
of  the  last  few  years  and  indeed  until  parenthood  receives  more 
encouragement  and  compensations  than  it  does  under  our  present 
financial  system,  it  is  hardly  likely  to  maintain  its  present  level  let 
alone  rise  above  it.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  both  legitimate 
and  illegitimate  infants,  and  the  Neo-natal  Rates  were  also  comparable 
to  those  of  1948.  An  analysis  of  the  actual  causes  of  the  deaths  from 
which  these  calculations  were  made  shows  of  the  18,  5 were  due  to 
such  unavoidable  factors  as  Prematurity  and  Congenital  Defects 
and  7 to  infections  either  respiratory  or  intestinal.  There  were 
again  no  Maternal  Deaths. 

The  General  Death  Rate  has  always  been  high  in  Hove  with  its 
high  proportion  of  old  people  and  this  year  is  no  exception  with 
17.09,  but  the  Registrar  General  has  for  the  first  time  since  before  the 
war  issued  a Comparability  Factor  which  takes  into  account  the 
special  age  and  sex  ratios  in  particular  areas  and  by  making  use  of 
this  means  of  comparison  Hove’s  Death  Rate  is  reduced  to  10.8 — 
below  that  of  England  and  Wales  (11.7).  Hove  can,  therefore,  be 
regarded  at  every  stage  on  life’s  journey  as  an  exceptionally  healthy 
seaside  resort. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  incidence  of  all  the  infectious  diseases — both  major  and  minor 
— was  extremely  small.  56  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — all  mild  ; 0 

Diphtheria,  0 Enteric,  248  cases  of  Measles  compared  with  three  times 
that  figure  in  the  previous  year,  with  only  8 hospital  admissions 
sums  up  another  favourable  year.  Despite  the  recurrence  of  Anterior 
Poliomyelitis  throughout  the  country  only  to  a lesser  extent  than  the 
epidemic  of  1947,  Hove  escaped  with  only  one  case. 

With  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  and  Hospital  Management 
Committees  gaining  experience  of  their  duties,  the  agency  arrangement 
by  which  the  Foredown  Hospital  was  administered  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee  came  to  an  end  in  March  and  thereafter  it  was 
included  within  the  small  group  controlled  by  the  Hove  House 
Committee.  I continued  to  act  as  Medical  Superintendent  with 
Dr.  Sutton  as  the  Deputy,  but  with  more  emphasis  on  the  clinical 
than  the  administrative  side  of  that  office.  From  the  working  point 
of  view  it  was  extremely  fortunate  that  the  number  of  cases  requiring 
admission  from  Hove  and  Portslade  was  so  small  that  all  the  serious 
ones  and  many  of  the  milder  ones  could  be  accommodated  at  the 
Bevendean  Hospital  in  Brighton.  Since  1946  virtually  only  a skeleton 
staff  has  been  maintained  who  managed  with  extreme  difficulty  to 
contend  with  the  cases,  but  the  resignation  of  the  last  Staff  Nurse 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  failure  of  attempts  to  replace  her  made 
further  continuance  impossible  and  since  the  beginning  of  1950 
the  hospital  has  remained  for  practical  purposes  closed. 
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The  experience  of  the  recent  Smallpox  outbreak  in  Glasgow 
revealed  the  dangers  of  the  loss  of  control  over  his  infectious  disease 
hospital  admissions  by  the  M.O.H.  and  this  has  been  confirmed 
to  a lesser  degree  by  my  experience  here  when  the  first  indication  of 
the  occurence  of  a case  of  infectious  disease  is  frequently  the  notifi- 
cation of  its  admission  to  hospital.  In  the  previous  era  the  M.O.H. 
was  the  first  to  know  of  its  existence  because  he  alone  could  authorise 
its  admission — to-day  he  is  frequently  the  last — a state  of  affairs 
which  may  not  matter  so  much  in  a mild  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  but 
obviously  is  of  vital  importance  if  it  should  be  suspected  Smallpox. 
Diphtheria  or  Enteric  Fever. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Vaccination. 

The  tables  on  page  18  show  that  on  the  31st  December,  1949, 
2,203  children  under  the  age  of  5 and  4,009  between  5 and  15 — 6,212 
in  all,  had  been  immunised  ; equivalent  to  53%  of  the  first  age  group 
and  61.5%  of  the  second.  Included  in  this  total  are  734  children 
who  received  their  primary  course  during  the  year.  The  very  large 
proportion  of  these  were  babies  under  the  age  of  one  year  and  in 
addition  595  cases  received  single  reinforcing  injections  in  order  to 
maintain  their  immunity. 

The  position  in  respect  of  vaccination  is  not  so  satisfactory — since 
the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Act  there  has  been  a falling  off 
in  the  damands  for  infant  vaccination  largely  owing  probably  to  the 
removal  of  the  element  of  compulsion  although  this  was  in  practice 
largely  illusory.  With  the  conclusion  of  the  agreement  with  the 
doctors  on  the  fees  to  be  paid  for  vaccinations  carried  out  in  private, 
it  is  possible  that  there  may  be  some  increase  but  I believe  that  nothing 
short  of  a major  outbreak  will  permanently  raise  the  level  of  accep- 
tance. According  to  the  Annual  Returns  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  only  about  16  per  cent  of  infants  born  in  1949  were  vaccinated 
whereas  in  Hove  the  percentage  was  32% — a result  contributed  to, 
I have  no  doubt,  by  the  opening  of  2 vaccination  centres  staffed  by 
the  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 


Tuberculosis. 

According  to  the  notification  register  the  total  number  of  cases  on 
the  31st  December  was  : — 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary  T.B.  . . . . 150  131 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . . 40  51 

but  not  all  of  these  represent  new  infections  arising  in  Hove,  and 
include  transfers  from  other  areas.  In  my  comments  last  year  I 
referred  to  the  5 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  children 
under  the  age  of  15,  and  this  year  I have  to  record  7 in  the  same  age 
group.  These  are  largely  contact  infections  within  the  family  circle. 
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It  is  obvious  that  with  the  great  shortage  of  beds  in  sanatoria  especially 
for  the  chronic  case — often  the  most  infectious — it  is  not  practicable  to 
segregate  all  these  adult  sufferers  and  a proportion  of  the  younger 
members  of  the  household  succumb  to  the  disease  before  their  bodily 
powers  of  resistance  have  had  time  to  develop.  It  is  with  the  aim  of 
increasing  the  development  of  this  resistance  in  those  who  do  not  nor- 
mally possess  it  that  B.C.G.  vaccination  has  at  length  been  accepted 
n this  country.  This  vaccine  is  a live  harmless  culture  of  the  Tubercle- 
baccillus  and  its  use  at  present  is  confined  to  contacts  or  hospital 
nurses  and  others  running  special  risks  in  their  employment,  but 
unfortunately  the  procedure  is  a somewhat  lengthy  one  since  it 
involves  the  segregation  for  about  three  months  of  the  subject  from 
all  known  sources  of  infection — a troublesome  matter  unless  it  can 
be  achieved  by  removal  of  the  patient  from  his  home  to  a sanatorium. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Although  the  responsibility  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases 
has  never  rested  upon  the  Hove  Council,  I have  included  for  a number 
of  years  a table  showing  their  incidence  kindly  furnished  by  Dr. 
Lindsay- Woods  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  not  only  their  decline 
since  the  war  years  but  the  very  small  number  of  cases  in 
which  the  condition  was  acute  and  transmissible — Syphilis  5 and 
Gonorrhea  15.  The  treatment  of  both  diseases  has  been  simplified 
enormously  by  the  employment  of  penicillin  and  it  is,  therefore, 
difficult  to  say  whether  this  satisfactory  reduction  is  due  to  these 
newer  methods  or  to  the  greater  avoidance  of  risks  of  contraction 
following  on  the  return  to  peacetime  conditions. 

Care  of  the  Aged. 

One  of  the  most  urgent  problems  facing  the  community  at  the 
present  time  is  the  care  of  its  older  members,  whether  they  be  able- 
bodied,  invalid  or  bed  ridden,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  as  with  so 
many  other  phases  of  our  national  health  life,  responsibility  for  its 
solution  or  alleviation  rests  with  so  many  different  bodies.  The 
aged  sick  are  dependent  upon  the  Hospital  Boards  for  their  admission 
to  hospital  beds,  the  able-bodied  in  need  of  residential  accommodation 
look  to  the  Social  Welfare  Services  provided  by  the  County  Councils, 
and  the  District  Councils,  who  really  know  their  old  people,  are 
limited  to  contributing  towards  the  cost  of  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  social  clubs  and  the  arrangements  for  providing  meals 
in  the  home. 

They  also  alone,  have  the  opprobrium  of  enforcing  Section  47  of 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1946,  which  permits  of  compulsory 
removal  to  a hospital  or  institution  of  those  who,  living  in  insanitary 
conditions,  are  unable,  by  reason  of  age  or  infirmity,  to  look  after 
themselves.  There  may  be  good  reasons  for  making  the  aged  sick 
part  of  the  hospital  provision  but  it  is  anomalous  to  split  up  the  care 
of  the  able-bodied  and  invalid.  The  District  Councils,  by  delegation 
if  necessary,  should  undertake  the  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the 
last  group  in  their  own  homes  and  the  provision  of  accommodation 
for  them  where  necessary. 
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It  is  easy  to  sentimentalise  over  the  aged  and  to  endeavour  to  do 
more  for  them  than  they  either  wish  or  require. 

A great  many  of  them  are,  and  prefer  to  remain  independent — 
despite  the  popular  impression  many  are  not  lonely  and  indeed  only 
want  to  be  left  alone  to  enjoy  the  slow  contemplative  mode  of  life 
which  their  advancing  years  conduce  to  as  a form  of  compensation 
for  their  diminishing  physical  powers.  Many  of  them  require  some 
occasional  assistance  with  their  domestic  duties — and  a proportion 
are  dependent  upon  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  for  their  main 
meals,  although  unfortunately  it  is  not  always  possible  to  provide  a 
menu  to  accord  with  their  teeth  or  their  digestion.  All  of  them,  and 
especially  those  with  no  near  relatives  do  appreciate  someone  to 
whom  they  can  turn  in  their  problems,  financial,  housing  or  personal. 
In  their  rehousing  they  prefer  to  remain  in  their  own  neighbourhood 
close  to  their  own  shops  and  friends  and  they  always  like  to  see  and 
hear  children  around  them  possibly  because  they  are  not  so  far  re- 
moved from  them  in  behaviour  and  outlook.  Many  of  them  have 
the  reputation  of  being,  and  are,  difficult  and  someday  perhaps  we 
shall  set  up  clinics  on  the  lines  of  those  for  Child  Guidance  to  study 
and  understand  these  older  children’s  special  temperamental  problems. 

In  the  design  of  Old  Peoples’  flats,  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mind 
their  particular  disabilities— often  they  are  unsteady  on  their  feet 
and  suffer  from  falls — the  institution  of  a chiropody  service  would 
do  something  to  alleviate  this — their  eyesight,  even  with  glasses 
provided  under  the  National  Health  Act  is  uncertain  and,  therefore, 
it  is  essential  that  if  upstairs  flats  are  provided,  the  stairs  should  not 
be  too  steep  or  awkward  and  there  should  be  sufficient  lighting  points 
particularly  over  sinks  and  in  kitchens  and  for  reading  near  the  fire- 
place. Heating  is  all-important — many  become  bedridden  because 
bed  is  the  only  place  where  they  can  be  really  warm  and,  therefore, 
some  form  of  central  heating  sufficient  to  take  the  chill  off  the  bedrooms 
is  necessary.  A Welfare  Supervisor  for  a group  of  these  flats  or 
converted  houses  is  essential,  if  only  to  avoid  the  recurrence  of  a 
recent  incident  where  one  old  lady  fell  and  remained  on  the  floor  of 
her  room  for  three  days  before  she  was  discovered  and  removed  to 
hospital. 

In  accordance  with  the  County  Council’s  recommendations  that 
financial  assistance  under  Section  31  of  the  National  Assistance  Act 
in  relation  to  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  and  Meals  on  Wheels  Schemes, 
should  be  the  concern  of  the  District  Councils  because  they  were  in 
the  best  position  to  ascertain  and  evaluate  the  needs  of  their  areas, 
a grant  of  £100  was  made  to  the  W.V.S.  for  their  Meals  on  Wheels 
Scheme.  Visiting  is  carried  out  by  voluntary  organisations  such  as 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  Womens’  Voluntary  Service  etc., 
and  the  Alex  Clarke  Club  in  Clarendon  Villas  provides  for  entertain- 
ment and  social  intercourse  for  its  members. 

A conference  promoted  by  the  Sussex  Rural  Community  Council 
was  held  at  Brighton  in  November  to  discuss  the  general  problems 
of  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  and  the  desirability  of  setting  up  a Committee 
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to  co-ordinate  the  work  of  the  various  agencies  but  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  on  the  advice  of  their  representative  decided  that  such 
a committee  was  not  necessary  in  Hove. 

The  problem  of  the  able-bodied  aged  is  simple  compared  with  that 
of  the  chronic  aged  sick  and  bedridden,  and  their  existence  often 
consists  of  a long  wait  for  a hospital  bed,  depending  in  the  meanwhile 
upon  irregular  help  from  friends  and  landladies,  alleviated  only  by 
visits  from  the  District  Nurses.  There  is  an  ever-increasing  list  of 
applications  of  this  type  which  cannot  be  met  because  of  shortage  of 
staff  rather  than  beds,  and  the  establishment  of  special  units  attached 
to  g neral  hospitals  for  the  investigation,  treatment  and  disposal  of 
these  cases  has  hardly  begun.  For  those  whose  health  has  not 
deteriorated  too  far,  classification  and  specialised  treatment  could 
promote  their  return  home  or  their  transfer  to  residential  accommo- 
dation provided  through  the  Social  Welfare  Authority,  but  many 
will  require  residence  in  long-stay  annexes  in  conjunction  with  general 
hospitals  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 


Under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  Sec.  47.  the  District  Council 
is  the  initiatory  body  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  not  re- 
ceiving proper  care  in  their  own  homes.  They  are,  however,  de- 
pendent upon  Hospital  Management  Committees  or  the  County 
Council’s  Social  Welfare  Services  for  the  necessary  accommodation 
which  often  involves  a wait  of  some  weeks  or  even  months  before 
the  application  can  come  before  the  Court.  During  the  year  the 
Public  Health  Committee  sanctioned  application  in  four  cases  but  in 
only  two  was  it  necessary  to  go  into  Court.  One  blind  man  who 
was  dealt  with  under  this  section  received  leave  of  absence  during 
his  stay  in  the  Institution  and  married  his  housekeeper  against  whom 
a similar  application  was  also  pending.  As  there  was  no  hope  of 
providing  married  quarters  for  this  couple  the  order  had  to  be  allowed 
to  lapse  and  they  are  back  again  now  in  their  old  conditions  and 
surroundings. 

In  some  areas  it  has  been  said  that  the  inevitable  result  of  these 
compulsory  removals  is  the  speedy  death  of  the  individual  but  this 
has  not  been  the  experience  in  Hove — with  only  one  exception  all 
have  been  better  in  health  and  happiness  once  they  became  reconciled 
to  their  new  environment. 

Housing. 

The  Housing  Manager  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  table 
showing  the  number  of  new  houses  built  or  under  construction  and 
the  progress  made  in  the  re-housing  of  those  families  in  need  ot 
better  accommodation.  A study  of  the  waiting  list  classified  accord- 
ing to  the  size  of  the  family  shows  that  by  far  the  greater  proportion — 
72%  consist  of  those  with  not  more  than  two  children.  Families 
consisting  of  more  than  four  to-day  constitute  20%,  whereas  in 
Victorian  times  they  comprised  65%.  It  is,  therefore,  sound  housing 
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policy  to  concentrate  on  two-bedroom  houses  or  flats,  particularly 
as  the  rental  at  which  these  can  be  let  is  to-day  much  more  within 
the  compass  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  them.  A £5 — £6  a week 
family  with  children  should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  much  more 
than  £1  in  rent,  particularly  in  view  of  the  cost  of  living  to-day  and 
the  commitments  many  of  them  have  entered  into  in  order  to  furnish 
and  equip  their  house. 

The  Housing  Department  has  always  endeavoured  to  meet  special 
cases  put  forward  either  on  account  of  overcrowding  or  in  the  interest 
of  the  children  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  so  many  of  this  last  group 
occupy  such  a low  place  on  the  waiting  list. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  important  and  responsible  part  which  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
play  in  improving  the  welfare  and  safeguarding  the  health  of  the 
public  is  obvious  from  the  records  of  their  visits  and  inspections  and 
the  variety  of  samples,  both  for  food  value  and  cleanliness,  taken  in 
the  course  of  the  year.  It  must  be  a source  of  satisfaction  to  the 
public  and  a tribute  to  the  trade  that  so  little  adulteration  or  deficiency 
was  discovered.  A higher  proportion  of  the  Designated  Milk 
achieved  the  required  standards  than  last  year.  The  Milk  and  Dairies 
Registration  Act  1949  came  into  force  on  October  1st,  by  which  the 
control  of  milk  production  on  the  farm  is  transferred  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  the  supervision  of  its  distribution 
and  the  responsibility  for  dealing  with  milk-borne  diseases  remains 
with  the  Local  Authorities  through  the  Public  Health  Committee 
acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Not  only  is 
this  another  example  of  the  loss  of  power  by  Local  Authorities  but 
three  Government  Departments  may  be  concerned  at  different  times 
and  in  different  ways  with  the  same  commodity.  It  does,  however, 
offer  a better  prospect  of  restricting  the  types  of  milk  to  two — Tuber- 
culin Tested  or  Heat  Treated — and  of  eliminating  the  sale  of  ungraded 
Raw  Milk  with  its  danger  of  the  conveyance  of  Bovine  Tuberculosis. 

The  use  of  Mineral  Oils  (Liquid  Paraffin)  etc.,  in  the  manufacture 
of  any  food  commodity  was  prohibited  by  regulation  during  the  year. 
Owing  to  shortage  of  fats  the  practice,  both  during  and  since  the  war, 
of  using  these  Mineral  Oils  in  the  preparation  of  cakes  and  pastries 
had  steadily  increased  but  with  the  more  abundant  supplies  of  edible 
fats  becoming  available  it  was  desirable  to  restrict  the  employment  of 
these  oils  because  of  the  connection  between  their  ingestion  and  the 
development  of  cancer.  The  order  does  not  apply  to  the  housewife 
but  she  would  do  well  to  observe  its  warnings  in  her  domestic  cooking. 

Ice  Cream. 

Very  great  improvements  have  been  effected  since  the  war  in  the 
conditions  of  manufacture  and  methods  of  distribution  of  Ice  Cream 
and  in  Hove,  although  the  number  of  premises  retailing  it  have  greatly 
increased,  the  majority  now  sell  an  article  produced  by  the  larger 
firms  and  often  pre-packed.  All  the  premises  are  inspected  by  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  before  registration  and  the  installation  of  an 
abundant  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  insisted  upon.  A new  feature 
has  been  the  increased  use  of  travelling  vans  and  particular  attention 
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has  been  paid  to  their  design  and  equipment  because  of  greater 
opportunities  for  contamination  which  arise  in  consequence  of  their 
mobility  and  the  greater  difficulty  of  providing  adequate  washing 
and  sterilising  facilities.  The  Ministry  of  Food  has  always  resisted 
any  demand  for  a standard  of  food  value  in  Ice  Cream  on  the  grounds 
that  until  the  supply  of  the  basic  ingredients  becomes  more  plentiful 
it  is  impossible  to  prescribe  a standard  of  any  value.  They  did, 
however,  release  larger  supplies  of  fat  and  sugar  to  those  firms  who 
gave  an  undertaking  that  the  fat  content  of  their  products  would 
not  fall  below  2|% — although  this  is  a very  low  figure — the  average 
in  Hove  was  7%,  which  the  Ministry  recognise  but  pointed  out  that 
it  was  the  only  method  of  ensuring  that  these  higher  allocations 
would  be  put  to  good  use.  In  order  to  ensure  this  they  requested 
that  the  results  of  all  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  by  Food 
and  Drugs  Authorities  should  be  forwarded  to  them.  A new  de- 
velopment is  the  production  and  sale  of  lollipops  and  inasmuch  as 
the  ease  of  manufacture  has  attracted  the  inexperienced,  it  requires 
careful  watching  and  guidance. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  matters  dealt  with  during  the  year 
were  the  resolution  of  long  standing  difficulties  in  connection  with 
the  condition  of  a caravan  site  in  the  vicinity  of  the  front,  the  final 
decision  to  provide  staff  accommodation  at  the  West  End  Cafe  by 
an  extension  of  the  building  at  its  eastern  end,  and  temporary  measures 
to  abate  the  flooding  of  the  sewers  in  the  Hangleton  and  Wish  Road 
areas  after  periods  of  heavy  rain — the  complete  solution  of  this  last 
problem  being  dependent  upon  the  laying  of  new  surface  water 
sewers  to  reduce  the  amount  of  surface  water  going  into  the  inter- 
cepting sewers. 


The  Handling  and  Preparation  of  Food. 

At  the  December  Meeting,  the  Public  Health  Committee  considered 
the  suggestions  made  in  the  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  12/49  to  bring 
before  the  public  and  the  trade  the  importance  of  the  clean 
handling  of  food,  and  appointed  a small  Sub-Committee  to  make 
recommendations.  It  was  hoped  to  stage  a clean  Food  Exhibition 
during  the  summer  of  1950  but  unfortunately  the  sum  allocated  to 
this  effort  was,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
deleted  from  the  estimates — and  reliance  has,  therefore,  to  be  placed 
on  personal  visits  of  inspection  to  premises  where  fo  o d is  prepared 
and  handled,  and  general  advice  to  the  public  as  opportunity  presents 
itself.  A preliminary  meeting  was  held  with  the  Brighton  and  Hove 
Caterer’s  Association  with  a view  to  the  formulation  of  a common 
code  of  rules  and  an  acceptable  standard  of  equipment.  The  in- 
creased use  of  prepared  products,  the  habit  of  communal  feeding 
brought  about  by  the  rationing  system,  the  steady  rise  in  the  number 
of  catering  establishments  and  cafes,  the  necessity  of  engaging  staff 
not  always  possessing  the  intelligence  or  the  interest  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  hygienic  methods  focussed  public  attention  on 
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this  matter.  The  Ministry  of  Health,  therefore,  issued  a series  of 
Model  Bye-laws  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  which  Local 
Authorities  could  adopt  and  the  Public  Health  Committee,  after 
careful  consideration  put  forward  certain  alterations  and  amendments 
which  are  being  examined  at  the  present  time.  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  investigated  the  conditions  under  which  meat  is  handled 
and  transported  within  the  Borough,  and  as  a result  of  his  efforts 
considerable  improvement  was  effected  in  the  state  of  the  vans  and 
the  drivers. 

Unfortunately,  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  through  the  circum- 
stances detailed  above,  have  been  on  the  increase  during  the  last  few 
years — between  1945-1948  the  number  more  than  trebled  throughout 
the  country.  During  1949  two  small  outbreaks,  involving  about  45 
cases,  were  investigated  in  Hove — one  in  a canteen  attached  to  a 
block  of  offices  and  the  other  in  a boarding  house  attached  to  a large 
day  school.  In  the  first  case  the  infection  was  traced  to  a meat  pie 
which  had  been  prepared  under  unhygienic  conditions  and  in  which 
the  temperature  of  the  cooling  room  was  too  high,  and  in  the  other 
suspicion  fell  on  the  brine  solution  in  which  some  brisket  had  been 
cured.  In  both  outbreaks  symptoms  were  mild  and  cleared  up  within 
48  hours  and  the  laboratory  investigations  revealed  a heavy  contami- 
nation of  the  food  in  question  with  normally  harmless  organisms. 
I should  like  to  record  here  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Jameson  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  attached  to  the  Royal  Sussex  County 
Hospital,  for  his  very  great  assistance  on  the  bacteriological  side  of 
the  investigations. 

Shoreham  Harbour  Act. 

Included  in  the  clauses  in  this  Bill  as  it  left  the  House  of  Commons, 
were  certain  agreements  between  the  promoters  and  the  Shoreham 
Urban  District  Council,  and  the  Southwick  and  Portslade  Outfall 
Sewerage  Board  relating  to  the  extension  or  relaying  of  sewage 
outfalls  rendered  necessary  by  the  alterations  to  the  harbour,  and 
protection  against  future  pollution  of  the  foreshore  was  granted 
to  all  the  neighbouring  sanitary  authorities.  Before  its  passage  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  however,  the  British  Electricity  Undertaking, 
finding  evidence  which  proved,  in  their  opinion,  that  the  beaches 
were  already  polluted  by  the  existing  methods  of  sewage  disposal 
in  and  around  the  harbour,  desired  to  be  released  from  their  ob- 
ligations under  the  Act.  In  the  course  of  the  hearing  before  the  House 
of  Lords  certain  statements  were  made,  and  certain  deductions  drawn 
from  the  results  of  the  samples,  which  conveyed  the  impression  that 
the  whole  of  the  sea  from  Worthing  to  Brighton  was  unfit  for  bathing. 
No  convincing  evidence  was  brought  forward  to  substantiate  this 
opinion,  and  the  position  of  all  watering  places  is  best  summed  up 
in  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1948,  “ all  coastal  sea  water  contains 
sewage  in  greater  or  lesser  degree  and  bathing  in  it  is,  therefore, 
always  attended  by  some  risk  from  swallowing  water,  but  in  the 
experience  of  the  Ministry’s  Medical  Officers,  the  risk  is  negligible.” 
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The  House  of  Lords  finally  decided  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  should 
hold  a public  enquiry  to  determine  the  best  way  of  disposing  of  the 
sewage  from  the  harbour  area.  This  enquiry  lasting  eight  days  took 
place  in  April  1950,  but  the  findings  have  not  yet  been  made  public. 

In  connection  with  the  safety  of  the  King  Alfred  Swimming  Baths, 
frequent  samples  are  taken  in  different  parts  and  at  different  times 
according  to  the  bathing  load,  and  the  results  confirm  that  the  water 
is  maintained  at  a high  standard  of  purity,  improved  arrangements 
were  made  for  chlorinating  the  raw  sea  water  in  the  settling  tank 
before  it  was  pumped  up  to  the  slipper  baths,  and  a complete  alternative 
chlorinating  plant  has  been  installed  to  obviate  any  danger  from  a 
breakdown  in  the  ozone  treatment. 

General  Observations. 

In  recent  years  the  complexity  of  matters  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  and  his  Department  are  consulted,  the  variety  of 
questions  to  which  they  are  expected  to  supply  the  answers,  and  the 
intricacy  of  the  problems  to  which  they  are  required  to  at  least  attempt 
to  provide  a solution,  have  alike  increased  enormously  as  has  also 
the  volume  of  correspondence  and  returns.  It  is  obvious  that  with- 
out the  aid  of  an  energetic,  reliable  and  conscientious  staff,  which 
incidentally  has  not  increased  in  size,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
would  be  unable  to  devote  himself  to  his  real  task  and  responsibility 
of  exercising  constant  vigilance  over  the  public  health  of  his  area. 
I,  therefore,  record  with  gratitude  my  indebtedness  to  all  my  staff 
who  in  their  several  capacities  have  always  given  of  their  best  at  all 
times  and  in  particular  I would  like  to  mention  my  Deputy,  Dr. 
Sutton,  who  has  always  relieved  me  of  routine  clinical  dudes  ; Mr. 
Churcher  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  have  always  maintained  a 
high  standard  of  efficiency  in  this  section  of  the  Department,  and 
Mr.  Rickett,  the  Chief  Clerk,  who  has,  at  all  times  responded  willingly 
and  enthusiastically  to  my  many  calls  on  his  time  and  energies. 

Finally  I would  like  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  who  have  always 
given  me  their  support  and  encouragement. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS,  1949. 


Area 

(Acres)  4,101  Of 

Resident  Population  (Mid-1949) 

• • 

68,580 

Population,  1941  (Census) 

» • 

54,933 

Rateable  Value  (31st  Dec.,  1949) 

£1,134,549 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

• • 

£4,541 

Births. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

734 

357 

377 

Illegitimate 

50 

22 

28 

Birth  rate  : 11.43. 

Deaths 

1172 

480 

692 

Death  rate  : 17.09. 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

• • 

• • 

205 

Deaths  from  Measles 

• • 

• * 

1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

• • 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

• • 

• • 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

16 

11 

5 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 24.23. 

Legitimate 

21.798 

Illegitimate 

60.0 

The  Neo-Matal  Mortality  per  1,000  births  : 15.30 

Still  Births  : 15. 

Rate  per  1,000  Population 

0.22 

Rate  per  1,000  Births 

19.13 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Infant  Deaths. 

Premature  Births 

4 

Broncho-Pneumonia 

6 

Gastro  Enteritis 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

Miscellaneous 

6 

18 

Deaths  under  one  month 

11,  i.e.y 

61.1% 
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REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 


The  number  of  nursing  homes  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 
1949  was  42.  During  the  year  7 homes  were  discontinued  and  4 new 
homes  were  registered. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY,  1949. 

Specimens  examined  for  : 

Diphtheria. 

From  patients  in  Hove,  primary  swabs  . . . . 73 

From  contacts  of  notified  cases  in  Hove  . . Nil 

From  Diphtheria  patients  in  Foredown  Hospital  . . Nil 

From  patients  in  Portslade,  primary  swabs  . . 4 

Tuberculosis. 

From  patients  in  Hove  . . . . . . 58 

From  patients  in  Portslade  . . . . . . 3 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

From  patients  in  Hove  (Sputum)  . . . . 6 

From  patients  in  Portslade  . . . . . . 2 

Total  number  of  specimens  examined  . . . . 146 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  on  Register. 

Totals 
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15 


These  figures  include  “ Inward  Transfers. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1949. 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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00 

+-> 

<D 

o 

r— H 

03 

O 

H 


-d 

<D  • 

V 

4->  03 

•-j  4-> 

£ ‘a. 

<3  O 
<D 

53  O 

03  4-J 

U 


d- 

cd 


<N 


C/D 

<D  . 

52  d 

<L> 

u ua 

• T-H 

d -M 

£ o 
o £ 

H 


vO 

LO 


VO 

d 


oo  lo  d <N  cn 

d d h 
CN 


<D 

CO 

<D 

co 

• n— ( 

Q 


43 

WD 

35 

O 


v-i 

<D 

U 

• 

<D 

P-c 

4-> 

JD 

bJO 

£3 

• H 

34 

O 

C/D 

<D 

r— H 

<3$ 

•'  T-H 

G 

O 

a 

CO 

r— ( 

<D 

G 

34 

v-l 

CD 

34 

V-i 

O 

CO 

35 

CO 

V4 

<3 

43 

Cad 

<L> 

CD 

(D 

U 

CO 

s 

£3 

Ph 

V-l 

K 

os 

34 

ccj 

’"oS 


43 

a, 

<D 

CD 

a 

W 

i 

o 

• tH 

'o 

34 


16 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


STATEMENT  OF  CASES  ADMITTED  TO  THE  BRIGHTON 
V.D.  CLINIC  FROM  THE  HOVE  AREA  DURING  1949. 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Syphilis 

Gonor 

RHOEA 

Other 

Conditions 

104 

76 

28 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

9 

8 

12 

4 

55 

16 

Less 

4 

Cases  ti 

3 

ransferr 

1 

ed  frorr 

2 

i other 

Centres 

1 

to  Ho 

ve  area. 

1 

New 

100 

Infectk 

73 

ms  fror 

27 

n Hove 

7 

area 

8 

11 

4 

55 

15 

Syphilis  Cases  Diagnosed  as  follows. 


Primary 

M. 

1 

F. 

Secondary  . . 

3 

1 

Early  Latent 

— 

1 

Cardio  Vascular 

— 

— 

Menro  Syphilis 

— 

2 

Late  Latent  and  Tertiary 

3 

4 

Congenital  under  1 year 

— 

. — 

Congenital  over  1 year 

— 

— 

7 

8 

Other  Conditions  diagnosed  as  follows. 


M. 

F. 

Requiring  Treatment 

25 

5 

Not  requiring  Treatment 

30 

10 

55 

15 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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mparison  between  1948  and  1949. 

Total  number  under  the  age  of  15  years  immunised  by  31-12-49  . . . . 6212 

Total  number  under  the  age  of  15  years  immunised  by  31-12-48  . . . . 5203 

Increase  : 1009. 


VACCINATION 
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(a)  HOUSING  PROGRESS  REPORT  FOR  YEAR 

31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 


Council  Houses.  Total  at  Quarter  ended 

31/12/48  31/3/49  30/6/49  30/9/49 


(a)  To  be  built  under 
Contracts  signed  by 


the  Council 

358 

358 

358 

478 

(b)  Total  number 
completed 

150 

218 

270 

298 

(c)  Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 
tion . . . . 145  118  88  60 


(d) 

To  be  built  by 
direct  labour  by 
Housing  Depart- 

ment 

84 

116 

116 

116 

(e) 

Total  number 
completed 

51 

63 

82 

88 

(0 

Total  number  in 
course  of  construc- 

tion 

33 

33 

34 

28 

Requisitioned  Property. 

(g)  Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
requisition  has 

been  confirmed  . . 142  142  142  142 


(h)  Total  number  of 
houses  upon  which 
conversion  has  been 
completed  . . 141 


142  142  142 


(i)  Number  of  family 
units  contained  in 
these  properties  . . 512 


519  519  519 


ENDED 

31/12/49 

478 

350 

128 

144 

100 

44 

142 

142 

520 
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(b)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  OF 


ACCOMMODATION  IN  ALL 

31st  DECEMBER, 

PROPERTIES 

1949. 

Council  Houses  and  Flats 

1296 

Requisitioned  Property 

♦ . 

520 

Old  People’s  Flats 

. . 

44 

Manor  House,  Court  Farm 

5 

1865 

(c)  THE  TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  FAMILY  UNITS  REFIG USED 
IN  ALL  PROPERTIES  FROM  1st  JANUARY,  1949 
TO  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 

291 


(d)  THE  PRESENT  POSITION  AS  TO  OUTSTANDING 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  ACCOMMODATION  IS  AS 

FOLLOWS. 


One  or  more  Adults 

173 

Man  and  wife  only 

264 

Man,  wife  and  1 child 

470 

Man,  wife  and  2 children 

148 

Man,  wife  and  3 children 

44 

Man,  wife  and  4 or  more 

children 

22 

Aged  persons 

• • 

100 

Total 

1221 

21 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . 851 

Total  number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . 1445 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 912 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  851 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..  912 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 1445 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  satisfactory  . . 279 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  found  with  defects  . . 572 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 571 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 11 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  (other  than  houses)  from 

complaints  of  nuisances,  etc.  . . . . 59 

Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 55 

Number  of  Revisits  . . . . . . . . 66 

Number  of  Premises  inspected  in  which  nuisances  were  found  22 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . . . 21 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 20 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds  . . . . 7 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  . . . . 136 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Milkshops  . . . . 24 

Food  Retailers  Premises. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  in  respect  of  Meat  . . 490 

Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . 203 

Fish  . . . . . . . . . . 144 

Grocery,  Provisions,  etc.  . . . . . . 125 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Kitchens,  etc.  . . . . 164 

Other  Shops  . . . . . . . 54 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  ..  ..  113 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

Number  of  Shops  inspected  . . . . . . 223 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  ..  ..  18 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 

Hawkers’  Barrows. 

Number  of  Hawkers’  Barrows  inspected  . . . . 18 

Stables. 

Number  of  Stables  inspected  . . . . . . 57 

Number  of  Notices  served.  Informal  ..  ..  Nil 

Statutory  . . . . Nil 
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Vermin  (Bugs). 

Number  of  visits  regarding  verminous  premises  . . 31 

Number  of  visits  for  disinfestation  of  rooms  . . 32 

Number  of  rooms  treated  for  vermin  . . . . 38 

Drains. 

Number  of  drains  completely  renewed  . . . . 3 

Number  of  drains  partly  repaired  . . . . 41 

Number  of  visits  during  reconstruction  or  repair  . . 151 

Illness. 

Number  of  visits  in  respect  of  Illness.  Infectious  . . 90 

Non-Infectious  . . 3 

Miscellaneous. 

Number  of  Sundry  visits  . . . . . . 470 

Number  of  Visits  respecting  Unsound  Food  . . 346 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Premises  in  respect  of  Catering 

Licences  . . . . . . . . 42 

Table  of  Defects. 

Number  of  soil  and  vent  pipes,  W.C’s,  sinks  and  waste  pipes  96 
Number  of  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  . . . . 87 

Number  of  rooms,  passages  and  staircases  requiring  cleansing  77 

Number  of  structural  defects  to  walls,  floors,  ceilings, 

doors,  windows,  grates,  stairs  and  handrails  . . 278 

Number  of  roofs,  chimneys,  yard  paving,  steps  and  areas  140 

Number  of  dustbins,  ashpits  . . . . . . 48 

Number  of  cases  of  dampness  . . . . . . 129 

Number  of  accumulations  of  manure,  refuse,  etc.  . . 22 

Number  of  animal  nuisances  . . . . . . 8 

Number  of  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . . 8 

Number  of  shops  with  lack  of  washing  accommodation  1 

Number  of  defective  water  supply  . . . . 9 

Number  of  choked  drains  . . . . . . 47 

Number  of  bakehouses  limewashed  . . . . 15 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . . . 41 

(b)  Rebuilt  after  enemy  action  . . . . 3 

(c)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

By  Local  Authority  . . . . 245 

Additional  dwellings  by  conversion  into  flats  . . 181 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Hove  . . . . . . 158 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Aldrington  . . . . . . 17 

In  the  Old  Parish  of  Preston  Rural  „ . . . 6 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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Section  111 

Prosecutions 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

§ 

Notices 

Served. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  110 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c). 

LO 

<N 

T“— < 

48 

M/c 

Line 

No. 

CO 

V— 1 

t"- 

00 

T-H 

Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  Apparel, 
Making,  Altering,  etc. 

Curtains  and 
Furniture  Hanging 

Cabinet  and 
Furniture  Making 

Total 

26 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1938. 


Milk  (Formal) 

Milk  (Informal) 
Sausage  Meat  (Formal) 
Beef  Sausages 
Pork  Sausages 
Olive  Oil 
Butter  (Formal) 

Butter  (Informal) 

Ice  Cream 
Canned  Meat 
Flour 

Mincemeat 


8 

16 

1 Adulterated. 

3 

20 

4 Adulterated. 

1 

6 

6 

8 

41 

1 

1 

9 


ADULTERATED  SAMPLES. 


No. 

25 

Olive  Oil 

No. 

58 

Sausage  Meat 

No. 

63 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 

No. 

152 

Sausage  Meat 

No. 

156 

Beef  Sausages 

No. 

167 

Milk 

Needs  to  be  consumed  imme- 
diately owing  to  early  rancidity. 
Deficient  in  Meat  Content  23.8% 
Deficient  in  Meat  Content  9.6% 
Deficient  in  Meat  Content  8% 
Deficient  in  Meat  Content  30% 
Deficient  Fats  6.6% 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

No.  of  Samples  taken  . . . . . . 41 

Graded  as  follows  : 

Grade  I . . . . . . . . 23 

Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


RATS. 

The  Rodent  Operator  has  made  1582  visits  during  the  year  and 
caught  417  rats  : this  number  of  rats  includes  sewer  treatment. 


PROSECUTIONS. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

No.  152  Beef  Sausage  Meat  . 

No.  156  Beef  Sausages 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 

Failing  to  Abate  Nuisance 
Failing  to  Abate  Nuisance 
Failing  to  Abate  Nuisance 
Failing  to  Abate  Nuisance 


Adulterated  Samples. 

Deficient  in  Meat  Content  8% 
Fined  £1/1/0. 

Costs  £7/7/0. 

Deficient  in  Meat  Content  30% 
Fined  £15/0/0. 

Cost  £10/10/0. 


Fined  £5.  Costs  £3/3/0. 
Fined  £2.  Costs  £3/14/6. 
Fined  £2.  Cost  ll/6d. 
Fined  £2.  Costs  ll/6d. 
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SALE  OF  MILK  UNDER  SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS. 

Licences  under  the  Special  Designations  Order  were  granted  : 


For  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 30 

Supplementary  Licence  for  sale  of  T.T.  Milk  . . 1 

For  bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . 2 

For  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . 26 

Licence  to  Pasteurise  Milk  . . . . . . 1 

SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  . . . . 94 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 31 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  Milk  . . . . 30 

Samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  taken  for  Ministry  of 

Health  . . . . . . . . 9 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . • . . . . 46 

The  following  Samples  did  not  comply  with  the  prescribed 
conditions  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  Milk  . . . . 14 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . . . . . . 8 

Pasteurised  Milk  . . . . . . . . 3 


BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

16  Samples  were  tested  and  all  were  found  negative  for  T.B. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  TOWN 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  Yeastrel  Agar 
at  22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were  then  visible  to  the 
as  colonies  numbered  : 

February 
March 
April 
September 

October  (from  School  tap) 

October 

On  Yeastrel  Agar  at  37  degrees  C.  and  under  aerobic 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation 
February 
March 
April 
September 

October  (from  School  tap) 

October 

Examination  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group 


February 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

March 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

April 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

September 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

October  (from  School  tap) 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

October 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

in  3 days 
naked  eye 

1 

2 

0 

3 

106 

1 

conditions 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE 
SWIMMING  BATH  WATER  AT  THE  KING  ALFRED. 


Small  Swimming  Bath. 

The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  Yeastrel  Agar  in  3 days 
at  22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were  then  visible  to  the  naked  eye 


as  colonies  numbered  : 

January  . . . . . . 0 

February  . . . . . . . . 0 

March  . . . . . . . . 4 

November  16th.  Taken  before  bath  was  used  . . 2 

November  16th.  Sample  taken  after  use  by  47  persons  0 

November  16th.  Sample  taken  after  use  by  72  persons  1 

December  . . . . . . . . 2 


On  Yeastrel  Agar  at  37  degrees  C.  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation  : 


January 

. 

0 

February 

• 

0 

March 

• . . . • 

0 

November  16th. 

Taken  before  bath  was  used 

12 

November  16th. 

Sample  taken  after  use  by  47  persons 

2 

November  16th. 

Sample  taken  after  use  by  72  persons 

3 

December 

0 

Examination  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group 

• 

January 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

February 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

March 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

November  16th.  Taken  before  bath  was 

used 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

November  16th.  Sample  taken  after  use 

by  47  persons 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

November  16th.  Sample  taken  after  use 

by  72  persons 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

December 

Negative  in  100  ml. 
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Large  Swimming  Bath. 


The  organisms  per  ml.  which  grew  on  Yeastrel  Agar  in  3 days  at 
22  degrees  C.  aerobically  and  were  then  visible  to  the  naked  eye  as 
colonies  numbered  : 


April  . . . . . . . . 0 

May  . . . . . . . . 1 

June  14th  . . . . . . . . 200 

June  21st  . . . . . . . . 222 

July  5th  . . . . . . . . 1 

September  . . . . . . . . 60 


On  Yeastrel  Agar  at  37  degrees  C.  and  under  aerobic  conditions 
colonies  were  noticed  after  2 days  incubation  : 


April  . . . . . . . . 0 

May  . . . . . . . . 0 

June  14th  . . . . . . . . 73 

June  21st  . . . . . . . . 125 

July  5th  . . . . . . . . 0 

September  . . . . . . . . 18 


Examinations  for  organisms  of  the  Coli  Group  : 


April 

May 

June  14th 
June  21st 
July  5th 
September 


Negative  in  100  ml. 
Negative  in  100  ml. 
35 
35 

Negative  in  100  ml. 

45  per  100  ml.  ( Faecal  coli  84% 

( Non-faecal  coli  16% 


GOODS  CONDEMNED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Tins 

Jars 

Bread  and  Rolls 
Sweets 
Meat  Pies 
Cakes  and  Cake 
Poultry  : Chicken 
Grouse 
Duck 

Tea 

Butter,  Margarine 
Sweetened  Fat 
Cheese 

Fish  : Assorted 
Boxes  of 

Meat  Offal  and  Sausages 

Fish  Cakes 

Bacon 

Venison 

Soup,  packeted 

Lentil  splits 

Sultanas 

Oatmeal  and  Tomato  Sausage 

Dried  Ginger 

Water  Biscuits 

Onions,  packets 

Tomatoes 

Boned  Pigs  Head 

Guava  Jelly 

Cook’s  Suet 

Flour 

Ryevita 

Marzipan 

Apricots 

Cake  Mixture,  packets 
Cooking  Oil 
Sugar 

Flour  Mixture 


8625 
189 
100  lbs. 
102  lbs.  5 oz. 
12  lbs. 
741  lbs. 
15  lbs.  1 oz. 
30  lbs. 
65J  lbs. 
11  lbs. 
4 lbs. 

6  tons  14  cwts.  2 qtrs.  5|  lbs. 

32  pkts. 
316  st.  11  lbs. 

2 

107  lbs.  9 ozs. 

72 

1 lb.  2 oz. 
1 hamper 
173 
112  lbs. 
30  lbs. 
1 lb. 
1 lb.  14  oz. 

7 lbs. 

. . 63  pkts. 

65  lbs. 
4f  lbs. 
177  lbs. 
1 pkt. 

36J  lbs.  and  1 bag 

3 pkts. 

8 lbs. 
lllbs. 

27  gross 

4 galls. 
274  lbs. 

. . 17J  cwts. 
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Spaghetti 

Porridge  Oats 

Kellogs 

Nescafe 

Marmalade 

Rice 

Weetabix 
Beefex  Suet 
Custard  Powder 
Saccharine 
Matzos 

Shredded  Wheat 
Barley  Kernels 

Imported  Luncheon  Meats,  Veal,  etc. 

Imported  Corned  Beef 

Imported  Corned  Mutton 

Imported  Beef 

Imported  Lamb 

Home  Killed  Beef 

Home  Killed  Offal 


40  lbs. 
781  lbs. 
71  lbs. 

4 lbs. 

5 lbs. 
40  lbs. 

14  pkts. 
31  lbs. 
37  pkts.  and  6 lbs. 

5 pkts. 
12  pkts. 
7 lbs. 
4 lb.  10  oz. 

. . 3201  lbs. 

. . 5161  lbs. 

24  lbs. 
. . 4071  lbs. 

881  lbs. 
. . 1541  lbs. 

. . 66  lbs. 
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